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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Pages 52-53 of the interim guideline stated a computer-readable medium encoded with 
a computer program is a computer element which defines structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and the rest of the computer which 
permit the computer program's functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. 
Claims 11-13 recites "a computer program product comprising..."; the "computer 
program product" is not necessary a computer readable medium, the "instructions" is 
not necessary a computer program encoded in the computer readable medium. 
Therefore, the claimed "computer program product comprising instructions..." does not 
necessary defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer 
readable medium and the rest of the computer which permit the computer program's 
functionality of the realized, and is thus non statutory. 

In addition, page 55 of the interim guideline stated all signals and/or carrier wave are 
non statutory. Therefore, the computer program product supplied in form of a record 
carrier or in electronic form over a network as claimed in claims 11-13 are non-statutory. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-10 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1, line 3, recites "a one user device" should be replaced as - one user device — 
Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 11 recites "a computer program product...." fails to particularly point out and 
distinctly claims the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The claim 
is interpreted as best understood as corresponding to the method steps as recited in 
claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated byLivonen 
(US 7,246,367 B2). 

Regarding claim 1 , Livonen discloses a method for controlling the output of common 
media content on a group of user devices (e.g., control playback of video and/or audio 
recording on a group of user terminals - see include, but are not limited to, abstract), the 
method comprising the steps of: 

generating at one user device of the group control instructions for governing the 
output of multimedia content at other user devices of the group in communication with 
the one user device (e.g., generating start playback request or change playback 
position at one of the user terminal and send the request to all user terminals in the 
group - see include, but are not limited to, figures 1, 3-5, col. 2, lines 7-55, col. 5, line 
16-col. 7, line 67); 

transmitting the control instructions from one device to the other user devices 
(transmitting the start playback request, change position request, etc. from the user 
terminal generated the request to all user terminals - see include, but are not limited to, 
figures 1, 3-5, col. 2, lines 7-55, col. 5, line 16-col. 7, line 67); 
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receiving at each of the other user devices the control instructions (receiving start 
playback request, change position request, etc. at each of the other user terminals - 
figures 1, 3-5, col. 2, lines 7-55, col. 5, line 16-col. 7, line 67); 

controlling the output of media content at that other device under command of 
the control signals so as to facilitate output of common multimedia content at each other 
user device of the group in substantially synchronized manner (playback to recording at 
position according to the request at all user terminals in synchronized manner within the 
group - figures 1, 3-5, col. 2, lines 7-55, col. 5, line 16-col. 7, line 67). 

Regarding claim 2, Livonen discloses the method as discussed in the rejection of claim 
1 . Livonen further discloses providing common multimedia content to the other user 
devices from the one user device (providing the recording from one user terminal to 
other user terminals in the group - see include, but are not limited to, col. 5, lines 8-15, 
col. 7, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim 3, Livonen further discloses providing the common multimedia content 
from a remote source (e.g., providing recordings from server or recording database - 
figure 1, col. 5, lines 16-65). 

Regarding claim 4, Livonen further discloses providing to at least one of the user 
devices at least a portion of the multimedia content in advance of the time such 
multimedia content is required for output and storing that portion of multimedia content 
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for use by the at least one user device (at least part of the recording is transmitted to the 
terminals prior to the start of the playback of the recording... see include, but are not 
limited to, col. 5, lines 7-65). 

Regarding claim 5, Livonen further discloses receiving at control means of the one user 
device control instructions generated within the device (e.g., receiving at the user device 
of subscriber a control instruction such as start playback, change playback position 
command, etc. generated within the user terminal in question - see include, but are not 
limited to, figures 1, 3-5, col. 2, lines 7-55, col. 5, line 16-col. 7, line 67); 

controlling the output of media content at the one device under command of the 
control instructions so as to facilitate output of the common media content at the one 
device in substantially synchronized manner in comparison with output of the media 
content at the other user device or devices of the group - see include, but are not 
limited to, figures 1, 3-5, col. 2, lines 7-55, col. 5, line 16-col. 7, line 67 and discussion in 
the rejection of claim 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Livonen further discloses the multimedia content comprises any one 
member of the group comprising video sequences or a collection of photographic 
images (e.g., an individual user can also produce the recording, such as a video clip 
and send it to the server or other user terminals - see include, but are not limited to, col. 
5, lines 7-15; col. 7, line 33-col. 8, line 3). 
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Regarding claim 7, Livonen further discloses the control instructions comprises 
representation of any member of the group of commands comprising stop, play, 
fastforward, rewind, etc. (the command comprises start playback, rewind the recording, 
or change to new position of playback, etc. - see include, but are not limited to, col. 5, 
line 1-col. 7, line 65). 

Regarding claim 8, Livonen further discloses the control instructions are transmitted 
over a communication link established by a wireless LAN, Bluetooth wireless, GPRS 
and/or 3G based communication based system (the commands are transmitted to user 
terminals by a TCP/IP network, a cellular network, Bluetooth, WLAN, etc. - see include, 
but are not limited to, col. 3, lines 13-17, col. 8, lines 39-43). 

Regarding claim 9, Livonen discloses an apparatus having technical features of a user 
users of any one or more of claims 1 to 8 are configured to performed as the user 
device (e.g., user terminal - see include, but are not limited to, figure 1 and discussion in 
any one of the rejection of claims 1 to 8). 

Regarding claim 10, the limitations of the system as claimed in any one of claim 1 to 8 
correspond to the limitations of the method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 8 and 
are analyzed as discussed with respect to the rejection of any one of claims 1 to 8. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this_title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such thafthe subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Livonen (US 7,246,367 B2). 

Claim 1 1 is directed toward embody the method of claim 1 in "computer program 
product". It would have been obvious to embody the procedures of Livonen discussed 
with respect to claim 1 in a "computer program product" in order that the instructions 
could be automatically performed by a processor. 

Regarding claims 12-13, Livonen discloses the system is computer base with devices 
connected over a communication network. The devices in the system user software to 
perform functions and data are sent to the devices over a communication network (see 
include, but are not limited to, figure 1, col. 3, lines 10-43, col. 7, line 55-col. 8, line 48). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate in Livonen 
that computer program product is supplied independently of any computer hardware in 
form of a record carrier or in electronic from over a network in order to yield predictable 
results such as improve convenience to user. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Osawa et al. (US 5,956,037) discloses video information providing/receiving 
system. 

Kinney et al. (US 5,808,662) discloses synchronized interactive playback digital 
movies across a network. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P. Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7295. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Son P. Huynh January 17, 2008 




